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SUBJECT : UAE VIEWS ON SC MIDDLE EAST DEBATE 

1 . I HAD OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH BOTH EOREIGN MINISTER 
SUWAIDI AND HIS DEPUTY SAIL GHUBBASH (LATTER IS IN EACT RUNNING 
MINISTRY THESE DAYS) ABOUT SC DEBATE ON MIDDLE EAST. SUWAIDI 
CONEESED HE HAD NOT BEEN EOLLOWING SC ACTION AND MADE NO SUB- 
STANTIVE COMMENTS. GHUBBASH HAD MORE TO SAY, ESPECIALLY ON 
PALESTINIAN ASPECT. 

2. GHUBBASH SAID HE HAD JUST RECEIVED TEXT OF LATEST DRAFT RES 
(IDENTICAL TO THAT GIVEN USUN 256) AND WAS ASTONISHED AT HOW 
EAR POSITION OP PLO HAD COME IN DIRECTION OP MODERATION. HE 
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ACCEPTABLE TO ARAB CAUCUS AND THEREFORE PALESTINIANS AS WELL. 
GHUBBASH SAID DRAFT WAS TANTAMOUNT TO PLO RECOGNIATION OF 
STATE OF ISRAEL AND WAS REMARKABLE STEP FORWARD. HE RECOGNIZED 
THAT US COULD NOT VOTE FOR RESOLUTION "SINCE YOU HAVE YOUR OWN 
POLITICAL PROBLEMS" BUT THOUGHT THAT US ABSTENTION WAS APPRO- 
PRIATE IN RECOGNITION OE DEGREE TO WHICH ARABS HAD BROUGHT PLO 
TOWARD MODERATE POSITION. 

3. I TOLD GHUBBASH I COULD NOT PREDICT HOW US WOULD END UP 
VOTING, BUT WITHOUT DENYING HIS POINT ABOUT POSSIBLE EVOLUTION 
OF PALESTINIAN ATTITUDES, WHICH WE WELCOMED, DRAFT AS HE AND I HAD 
RECEIVED IT WAS UNACCEPTABLE BECAUSE IT ATTEMPTED TO SUPERCEDE 
EXISTING SC RESES AND CREATE NEW FRAMEWORK FOR NEGOTIATIONS. I 
REMINDED HIM THAT REASON WHY SC RESES 242 AND 338 CONSTITUTED 
BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS, WHICH IS ACCEPTED BY PARTIES, IS THAT 
THEY HAD BOTH BEEN PAINSTAKINGLY NEGOTIATED BEFOREHAND WITH 
PARTIES TO CONELICT. WE COULD NOT ACCEPT ATTEMPT BY SC NOW TO 
CREATE NEW FRAMEWORK BY FIAT WITHOUT AGREEMENT OF ALL OF PARTIES. 

3. GHUBBASH TOOK LINE THAT LONG PERIOD OF INACTIVITY AFTER SC 
RES 242 HAD BEEN PASSED HAD RENDERED "NEW, LESS AMBIGUOUS" 
RESOLUTION NECESSARY. DID WE WANT TO WAIT FOR ANOTHER WAR WHILE 
ISRAELIS CONTINUED TO FREEZE SITUATION ON BASIS OF AMBIGUITIES AND 
GAPS IN SC RES 242? HE CONTINUED TO HOPE THAT USG WOULD BE ABLE 
TO SEE ITS WAY TO ABSTENTION WHEN ISSUE CAME TO VOTE. 
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